[Cholesterol embolism after renal transplantation].
A 70-year-old woman developed localized livedo racemosa on the right buttock 2 months after renal transplantation. The suspected diagnosis of cholesterol embolism was confirmed by histopathological demonstration of cholesterol crystals in the wall of a small artery. The gluteal region is supplied by blood vessels that branch off the internal iliac artery distal to the usual anastomosing site of the donor kidney. Cholesterol emboli dislocated in the course of a kidney transplantation can reach the gluteal region. Cholesterol embolism after renal transplantation as well as the observation of cholesterol crystals in the histological preparation are rare findings.